HISTORY   AND   ZANZIBAR

the Ibadhis established themselves in Zanzibar where they have flourished.
Their founder lived in the days of the Caliph Merwan who reigned from
744 to 749, and the root of his teaching was that the leader of the Muslims
must be above reproach, pious and just; he was to be elected for those
qualities, but it was not the election alone that placed him above his fellows,
as in the case of the Pope, for if he proved unworthy he was to be removed.
Nor did divine right have any part in his election, nor a hereditary principle,
as the Shias vainly say. These principles of the importance of piety and
justice and the unimportance of form find their expression in all that distin-
guishes Ibadhi from Sunni. In 1741 Ahmed bin Sa'id was elected Imam and
became the founder of the Albusaid dynasty which to-day rules in Zanzibar
and Oman.

Relations between the French in Mauritius and the Arabs in Oman and
Zanzibar were very friendly until a French privateer seized an Omani
frigate in 1781. Negotiations resulted in a climb down by the French who
presented another ship in exchange for the one seized. The Imam Ahmed's
letter acknowledging the restitution is amusing:

"Your words have had their effect; your generous gift has reached
us; and although the ship which has been sent to us is very small and
is not worth a quarter oftlie one we lost, it is to our eyes much larger,
it is infinitely more pleasant; and our possession of it gives us greater
pleasure; for everything is common between us, and this would have
been no less even if we had not received this present/'

In 1832 Ahmed's grandson, Seiyid Sa'id, greatest of Zanzibar Sultans
and founder of its fortunes, transferred his capital from Muscat to Zanzibar.
By this time Mauritius had become British, for it was captured in 1810.
British relations with Oman were conducted then, as the French had been,
through the Governor of Mauritius. Sa'id's name was well known in
Europe, and Orn&n had become the first state in Arabia.

With the transfer Zanzibar became the capital of a short-lived empire
which included the whole of Oman with certain islands ia the Persian Gulf,
and the coast of Africa for 960 miles from Guardafui to Cape Delgado. In
addition Seiyid Sa'id's sway was acknowledged in the interior from the
coast to beyond the great lakes. He had set his eyes even further for he
had sent Arabs to settle in Nossi B6 in Madagascar, and had even sought the
hand of Ranavolana Manjaka, its queen, in marriage. A reply came in
English from the lady and a rejection of the proposal from Her ministers j
they offered a princess instead. No one could read English at the Zanzibar
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